
COUNTY COUNCIL LOCAL COMMITTEE FOR SOUTH LAKELAND

Minutes of a Meeting of the County Council Local Committee for South Lakeland 
held on Thursday, 30 November 2017 at 10.00 am at Kendal Rugby Club, Shap 
Road, Kendal, LA9 6DL

PRESENT:

 

Mr J Airey
Mr B Berry
Mr RK Bingham
Mr J Bland
Mr M Brereton
Mr W Clark
Mr SB Collins
Mr GD Cook
Mr N Cotton
Mrs S Evans

Mrs BC Gray
Mr C Hogg
Mrs S Sanderson
Mr I Stewart
Mr P Thornton
Mr WJ Wearing
Mrs J Willis
Mr M Wilson

District Council
Mr G Archibald
 

Parish Councils

 

Officers in Attendance

Mrs K Johnson Area Manager
Mr P Hosking Highways Network Manage
Miss H English Democratic Services Officer
Ms H Karaaslan Traffic Management Senior Technician
Mr B Davis Traffic Management Technician
Mrs V Upton Team Leader Traffic Management
Mrs P Cameron Group Finance Manager
Mr M Conefrey Public Health Locality Manager

PART 1 – ITEMS CONSIDERED IN THE 
PRESENCE OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS

36 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Mr J Saunders.



37 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There were no public questions, statements or petitions to be considered at this 
meeting.

The Committee was presented with the following statement from Ms S Emmott on 
behalf of the Market Place Board:

“My name is Sylvia Emmott and for the past two years I have chaired the Market 
Place Board. This board has representatives from all three tiers of government as 
well as Kendal Futures, Kendal BID and Kendal Civic Society.

The main aims of the project Board are to:

 Create a clutter free, welcoming, safe and atmospheric public space which 
respects the history and heritage of the Market Place.

 Ensure the space meets the needs of its wide range of users during the 
daytime and evenings.

 Enable the space to be used by a greater number and variety of markets, 
outdoor entertainment and festivals.

The Project Board are fully supportive of the proposed experimental traffic order to 
reduce the flow of traffic in the Market Place. Currently traffic and parking are real 
issues in the Market Place which is frequently used as a rat run, especially by taxis.

By making the Market Place a more pedestrian friendly area it will make a safer and 
more inviting place for residents and visitors alike. This will complement the works 
already undertaken by C.C.C and S.L.D.C, which includes improved power source 
infrastructure, drainage works, improved lighting and additional seating.

The Board feel that removing the taxi rank and the disabled parking bays from 
Market Place will be a positive step. However it is very important to recognise the 
needs of our disabled residents and visitors and the Board believes that having dual 
use loading bays will increase the number of disabled spaces in the centre of 
Kendal and they will also be available 7 days a week. The Board questioned if it was 
necessary to close the disabled bays on Finkle Street as these were seen as less of 
a problem and they also made it easy for disabled people to access Finkle Street 
and Highgate. 

The Board hopes that the new experimental traffic order will enable better 
enforcement of the pedestrian areas and ensure vehicles do not use Market Place 
or Finkle Street as a " rat run", yet offer disabled drivers a wider range of facilities to 
park in the centre of Kendal seven days a week.”

38 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED, that the press and public not be excluded from the meeting for 
any items of business on this occasion.



39 DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST

There were no disclosable pecuniary interests declared at the meeting.

40 MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting of the Local Committee held on 28 September 2017 
were confirmed as circulated and thereupon signed by the Chair.

Matters arising
Under Minute Number 25, resolution (5) the Committee agreed that the wording 
should have read “the issue of weed spraying be discussed as a substantive item at 
the South Lakeland Highways and Transportation Working Group”.

Under Minute Number 26, paragraph 3, the road referred to was the A592 rather 
than the A590.

41 2017-18 HIGHWAYS DEVOLVED REVENUE AND CAPITAL UPDATE 
REPORT

A report was considered by the Corporate Director – Economy and Highways which 
presented the Highways and Revenue and Devolved Capital and Non-Devolved 
Capital Budget finance reports and updated members as to current progress on 
these budget lines. Members were provided with details of budget allocations by 
project and expenditure to date.

A discussion took place regarding the impact of Storm Desmond on budgets. The 
Local Member for Lower Kentdale stated that the effects were still being felt in his 
area with the recent flooding.

RESOLVED, that the Local Committee note the revenue and capital budget 
allocations for 2017/18 and the commitments and expenditure 
recorded to the end of September 2017 as shown in 
Appendices 1, 2 and 3 of the report.

42 HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION WORKING GROUP

The Committee considered a report by the Corporate Director – Economy and 
Highways which provided the notes of the meeting of the Highways and 
Transportation Working Group held on 18 October 2017 and included 
recommendations for consideration by the Local Committee.

In discussion Members requested that the paper on Funding Sources be circulated 
to all members of the Local Committee.

RESOLVED, that Local Committee;



- note the Minutes of the Working Group meeting of 18 
October 2017.

- Agree the following virements of funding between the 
drainage projects listed below:-

(a) Between Burneside and Bowston. This scheme had been 
delivered through IRP funding, releasing £20,000. This 
allocation to be vired to undertake investigations at 
Aldingham to reduce flooding incidents on the A5087 
Coast road and property flooding.

(b) B6254 Stone Culvert at Old Hutton. This scheme had 
been delivered through IRP. It is proposed that the 
£60,000 funding is vired to works at Heron Hill, Kendal 
and along the old canal towpath. This will also provide a 
benefit to Rinkfield. Planning for this scheme is at an 
advanced stage with SLDC and it is anticipated that this 
scheme can be delivered this financial year.

(c) A65 Millness Soakaway. A deep cleanse of the existing 
drainage identified a previously unrecorded soakaway. 
Observation of the effectiveness of the fully cleansed 
system has removed the need for an additional 
soakaway. The £15,000 allocated for this project to be 
vired into Minor Drainage Works.

(d) Natland Road, Natland. Ground investigation has 
identified that the ground conditions are not suitable for a 
soakaway at this location. The £15,000 allocated for this 
project to be vired into Minor Drainage Works.

43 MEMBERS HIGHWAY PRIORITIES

Members received a report from the Corporate Director – Economy and Highways 
which updated the Local Committee of the Members Highways Priority Works 
schemes to be funded via the devolved 2017/18 highway capital budgets for South 
Lakeland. An allocation of £108,000 was made allowing for £6,000 per division.

Local Committee was asked to resolve to approve Appendix 1 of the report as the 
updated scheme of works for 2017/2018.

Members were asked to note that as schemes are being approved in November 
effective programming and delivery of schemes for 2017/2018 is not possible 
especially for those to be newly approved. Early identification and discussion with 
officers is essential to aid delivery. Schemes suggested after September Local 
Committee may not be delivered during this financial year, notification of which has 



been included in previous reports regarding Members Highway Priority Works. Any 
unallocated funding from 2017/2018 was very likely not to be carried over at the end 
of this financial year due to overspends. 

A question was raised in regards to works being undertaken by Parish Councils and 
Voluntary Organisations. The following response was given:

“Cumbria County Council is aware of the desire of Parish Councils and other 
voluntary bodies to undertake works on the highway for the benefit of the 
community. We are currently gathering together information surrounding the existing 
agreements that are already in place for a variety of works, such as verge 
maintenance, lengthsman agreements and winter maintenance agreements, to 
understand the nature and extent of these agreements prior to entering into any new 
agreements. The verge maintenance agreements were a trial for 1 year only (2017) 
and have been placed on hold until this review is completed. 

In understanding the agreements that the County Council has with various 
organisations both Cumbria County Council and the third party organisation need to 
have absolute clarity surrounding the legal obligations with regard to Health and 
Safety. As with many things in life, agreements do need to be reviewed from time to 
time. Previous agreements may have been suitable at the time but continuing as if 
everything is fine is not a responsible course of action. Should an accident, or worse 
still a fatality, occur all parties need to have absolute clarity of their legal 
responsibilities and liabilities. Legislative changes have resulted in a lack of clarity 
with existing agreements and Cumbria County Council is taking safety and legal 
advice. Whilst this process is ongoing no new arrangements can be entered into.

Once this review has been concluded, which we aim to achieve very early in the 
new year we will be able to advise 3rd parties if new arrangements, or replacements 
to existing arrangements, can be entered into. Where this is possible, we will enter a 
dialogue with 3rd parties who will no doubt also wish to consider the legal liabilities 
placed upon them before new agreements are entered into.

We do appreciate that this delay is frustrating and hope to be in a position to contact 
3rd parties in the new year”.

Members requested that this matter be referred to Cabinet on the 21st of December 
2017 to allow this matter to be addressed swiftly and ensure continuity of the 
service. Members also asked for a statement to be prepared which sets out the 
situation to date that they would be able to share with Parish Councils. The 
Highways Network Manager informed that he would be speaking to Parishes and 
other organisations about this topic at the Cumbria Association of Local Councils 
meeting on the evening of 30th November.

RESOLVED, that Local Committee;

(1) Approve the current Members Highways Priorities Works 
Programme 2017/18 as set out in Appendix 1 of the report.



(2) Agree that the following schemes which include Traffic 
Regulation Orders are approved to be progressed to 
statutory consultation and advertising in due course:-

a) Kendal Nether- waiting restrictions for Shap Road and 
Appleby Road Kendal (note: this has been delayed due 
to displaced households following flooding),

b) Sedbergh and Kirkby Lonsdale – waiting restrictions for 
Binfold Croft, Horse Market and Lunefield Drive,

c) Kendal Highgate – waiting restrictions for Hazelwood/ 
Underwood Junction, Greenside, Romney Road and 
various junctions off Romney Road,

d) Lakes and Grasmere – waiting restrictions for Red Lion 
Square and Broadgate.

(3)  The issue of works being undertaken by Voluntary 
Organisations and Parish Councils be referred to the next 
Cabinet meeting on 21 December 2017.

44 EXPERIMENTAL TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDER FOR KENDAL

Consideration was given to a report by the Corporate Director – Economy and 
Highways which sought approval from the Local Committee to proceed to introduce 
an Experimental Traffic Regulation Order to introduce changes to the parking 
arrangements within Kendal Town Centre and particularly the Market Place.

The proposed Experimental TRO would remove disabled parking spaces from 
Finkle Street and remove taxi and disabled parking from Market Place and relocate 
them on Highgate and Stricklandgate as ‘dual-use’ bays when these are not being 
used for Loading. The proposed Experimental TRO would also include amendments 
to the access exemptions for the Prohibition of Driving on Branthwaite Brow, Finkle 
Street and Market Place.

RESOLVED, that the Local Committee having taken into consideration the 
matters contained in Section 122 (2) of the Road Traffic 
Regulation Act 1984 (which are more specifically referred to at 
paragraph 7.2 of the Report) approve the introduction of an 
Experimental Traffic Regulation Order which will introduce or 
make changes to the existing restrictions as detailed in the 
paragraphs below:-

Branthwaite Brow, Finkle Street and Market Place

To remove the existing three disabled badge holder only 
parking spaces on Finkle Street and the taxi parking space and 
four disabled badge holder only parking spaces on Market Place 
to reduce vehicle movements within the primarily pedestrian 
area.



To amend the existing Prohibition of Driving access exemptions 
for Branthwaite Brow, Finkle Street and Market Place to only 
allow access for Loading and Unloading, but to include an 
exemption for Market Trader vehicles on market days, a further 
exemption to allow access for funerals and weddings at the 
church before 11am and after 4pm, and further exemptions for 
vehicles being used for statutory purposes. 

Highgate and Stricklandgate

To introduce a dual-use bay on Stricklandgate to allow taxi 
parking spaces near to Waterstones (3 spaces) available 
between 11am – 4pm (outside the existing Loading times, which 
will remain).

To introduce a dual-use bay on Stricklandgate to allow Disabled 
Badge Holder Only for 3 hours no return within 1 hour outside 
Farrer’s (5 spaces) available between 11am – 4pm (outside the 
existing Loading times, which will remain).

To introduce a dual-use bay on Highgate for Disabled Badge 
Holders Only for 3 hours no return within 1 hour outside 
Barclays Bank (4 spaces) available between 11am – 4pm 
(outside the existing Loading times, which will remain).

45 APPOINTMENT OF COUNTY COUNCIL GOVERNORS

RESOLVED, that subject to their consent the following be nominated to the 
governing body of the following nursery, primary and secondary 
schools:-

School Nomination

Low Furness CE Primary School Mr G Thompson

Dean Barwick Primary School, 
Witherslack

Mr A Coates

Levens CE School Ms J Berge

Beetham CE Primary School Mr B Smalley

Ulverston Victoria High School Mr R Maddox



46 LAKES TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDER

The Corporate Director – Economy and Highways presented a report which set out 
the responses to the statutory consultation and advertising of The County of 
Cumbria (Various Roads, Ambleside) (Consolidation of Traffic Regulations) (Order 
2003)Variation (No.3) Order 20><” and “The County of Cumbria (Various Roads, 
Grasmere) (Consolidation and Provision of Traffic Regulations) Order 20><”.

The proposals for both the Ambleside Order and the Grasmere Order were 
summarised in the two statutory notices which were attached as Appendices, and 
shown on the location plans attached as Appendix 2 to the report.

The report sought a resolution on the proposed introduction of the Ambleside Order 
and the Grasmere Order.

RESOLVED, That Local Committee resolves that The County of Cumbria 
(Various Roads, Ambleside) (Consolidation of Traffic 
Regulations) (Order 2003) Variation (No.3) Order 20><” and 
The County of Cumbria (Various Roads, Grasmere) 
(Consolidation and Provision of Traffic Regulations) Order 
20><” be brought into operation as advertised having taken into 
account the objections which were received, and having also 
taken into consideration the matters contained in Section 122(2) 
of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 which are more 
specifically referred to at paragraph 7.2 of the Report.

47 MINSTFEET JUNCTION IMPROVEMENTS TRAFFIC REGULATION 
ORDER

Consideration was given to a report by the Corporate Director – Economy and 
Highways which sought a resolution to progress to statutory consultation and 
advertisement of a No Waiting 8am-6pm Monday to Saturday restriction on 
Mintsfeet Road, Kendal.

To improve the efficiency of the Mintsfeet/ Shap Road junction following the 
proposed National Productivity Infrastructure Fund (NPIF) scheme to introduce 
traffic signals it was recommended to introduce parking restrictions. Initial 
consultation had been undertaken and a number of respondents to the consultation 
were in favour of the introduction of a length of No Waiting restriction.

A member asked why the TRO would not be in operation on Sundays and the Team 
Leader for Traffic Management explained that the area does not receive a large 
amount of traffic on this day of the week, due to being an industrial estate and as a 
result, it has been considered that parking would not significantly affect the traffic 
signals on this day.

RESOLVED, that Local Committee resolves to proceed to statutory 
consultation and advertising of a “No Waiting 8am-6pm Monday 



to Saturday” restriction on Mintsfeet Road, Kendal, as shown on 
the plan attached to the report as Appendix 1.

48 CHILDREN'S CHAMPION

The South Lakeland Local Committee’s Children’s Champion provided an update on 
work undertaken since the last meeting. A briefing paper was circulated to all 
Members which provided details of:-

 The Children in Care Council
 The ongoing OFSTED inspection
 The Children’s Champion meeting

49 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND PUBLIC HEALTH ACTIVITY UPDATE

Members were presented with a report from the Corporate Director – Health, Care 
and Community Services which drew attention to key Community Development, 
Waste Reduction and Public Health Activity undertaken by the South Lakeland Area 
Support Team, Waste Reduction Officer and Locality Public Health Manager.

The Change of County Councillor for the High Furness division following the 
elections in May 2017 had resulted in a vacancy for a South Lakeland County 
Councillor on the South Lakeland Health and Wellbeing Forum. The Public Health 
Locality Manager requested Members nominate a member to the Health and 
Wellbeing Forum.

The County Council had committed to addressing the stigma associated with talking 
about mental health in the workplace by signing the Time to Change pledge. 
Members were requested to identify a Councillor as a Local Mental Health 
Champion.

RESOLVED, that

(1) Members note the content of the report.

(2) Councillor Shirley Evans be nominated to sit on the South 
Lakeland Health and Wellbeing Forum.

(3) Councillor Mark Wilson be nominated as the Local Mental 
Health Champion.

50 COMMUNITIES ACTIVITY AND BUDGET

Consideration was given to a report by the Corporate Director – Health, Care and 
Communities which provided information and offered recommendations to South 
Lakeland Local Committee for approval from the Strategic Planning Working Group 



held on 25 October 2017 and the Children and Young People’s Working Group held 
on 18 October 2017.

The report also provided Local Committee with an update on previously agreed 
activity supported with the latest financial statement.

Kendal Transport Strategic Infrastructure study
Members were informed that the Kendal Transport Strategic Infrastructure study 
had come to an end and the summary report was circulated to key stakeholders and 
partners. This strategic outline business case was the first phase in the process 
which has supported the rationale for a development route to the north of Kendal. 
The initial phase did not define any routes and the next phase of work would 
consider the options for route alignment. This would involve further detailed study, 
building on the initial investment by Local Committee, South Lakeland District 
Council and Kendal Town Council would, and once all funding has been sourced, 
enable the route study to be commissioned. 

A discussion took place regarding the development route study and members 
encouraged an exploration of a joint approach to fund the next phase.

Weed Spraying
Officers advised that the responsibility for the annual weed spraying contact had 
recently returned to the County Council for delivery. It had been suggested that in 
order to ensure effective delivery in 2018/19, the funds are secured and the contract 
is placed well in advance of the next weed growing season.

Members discussed the proposal for the County Council to cover two thirds of the 
cost (from the Highways and General Provisions budgets) and SLDC to cover the 
remaining third.

RESOLVED, that Members note;

(1)  the budget update for 2016/17 including the commitments 
and expenditure to end of October 2017,

(2) Strategic Planning Working Group
- Members note the work of the Strategic Planning Working 

Group.
- Local Committee agree to allocate an amount of £20,000 

from the Economic Initiatives Budget towards developmental 
work on the Kendal Strategic Transport Infrastructure Plan.

- Local Committee agree to provisionally commit £12,000 
towards the 18/19 South Lakeland Weed Spraying contract 
from the General Provisions Budget,

(3) Children and Young People’s Working Group
- Members note the work of the Children and Young 

People’s Working Group.



- Local Committee agree to de-commit an unspent amount 
of £8,000 previously allocated to support the trainee and 
apprenticeship project.

- Local Committee agree to allocate a sum of £5,000 to the 
Leaving Care Team to provide assistance to young 
people starting to live independently from the 0-19 
Universal Services budget.

- Local Committee nominate Mrs L Halhead to be 
appointed to the Cartmel Old Grammar School 
Foundation in place of Mrs Stoddart and that Mr Martin is 
re-appointed to the Foundation.

51 OUTSIDE BODIES

There were no reports from members on the outside bodies that they served on this 
occasion.

52 PARTNER ORGANISATIONS

The meeting ended at 12.35 pm


